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12- 8- 61*

Maribeth Dwyer

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The change in leadership in the U.S.S.R. will not upset the status quo
because plans are made by the Presidium, which did not change, Montana State
University Education Dean James M. Thrasher was told on a recent visit behind
the Iron Curtain.
Dean Thrasher is one of 81* educators from 26 states and two Canadian
provinces who just returned from a tour of Communist-bloc countries.

The

group, members of Phi Delta Kappa professional education fraternity, paid
their own way to get a firsthand look at education in Poland, the U.S.S.R.,
Romania, Yugoslavia, Hungary and Czechoslovakia.

Teachers' trade unions were

their hosts in the countries visited.
The group included college and university professors and administrators,
public-school teachers, school superintendents and school-board members.
Dean Thrasher emphatically disclaims any pretenstions to being an "expert"
on the basis of a three-and-a-half-week sojourn, but he is willing to report
some personal observations and general impressions.
He says the educators they talked to are struggling with the same problem
that American educators face:

How to provide quality education for all children,

given existing limitations on facilities and finances.
The dean saw "a tremendous difference between their facilities and ours.”
He said the only facilities at all comparable to those in the United States
are in Czechoslovakia.
(more)
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All the countries they visited are short of qualified teachers.

In most

of them, school administrators expressed interest in providing better preparation
for elementary teachers, which is not up to American standards.

In Poland, for

example, there is a move away from specialized high schools that train elementary
teachers and toward two-year teacher institutions.
In every country the dean and his colleagues vere free to go off on their
own and to talk to whom they pleased.

However, Dr. Thrasher points out, the

language barrier proved an effective limitation on the degree of communication
possible.

They were also allowed to take pictures of anything but airports

and military sites.
Generally, the people were friendly, and the group's counterparts in
educational circles were very interested in U. S. education.

Those to whom

they talked seemed even more fearful of war than Americans are, the dean noted.
Dean Thrasher got the impression that the Voice of America was reaching
a larger audience than he had thought.
to Voice of America and BBC broadcasts.

Several persons told him they listened
He does not know to what extent the

programs are '‘jammed," but apprently enough of them are getting through to those
who understand English to be quite effective.
In the U.S.S.R. the dean spent an evening at the home of a secondary
mathematics teacher, who had to get permission to invite him.

He was accompanied

by an Intourist interpreter, who made the comment that the replacement of
Khrushchev meant no drastic change because of the stability of the l6-man
Presidium of the Central Committee of the Communist Party.

(more)
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At that gathering, the dean was told that the Party simply elected a man
to take the place of one who was getting old and that the process was comparable
to an American election.

When Dean Thrasher asked why the American press had

the news of Khrushchev's ouster before the Russian people were told of it, the
subject was changed.
The dean noticed a marked orientation toward the scientific approach to
everything in the U.S.S.R. and a seemingly sincere acceptance of the objectives
of the ’’People's Republic."
The educators also stopped in East Berlin, where, the dean reports, people
on the streets are well dressed and the stores fairly well stocked with consumers'
goods, though the selection is limited.

The East Berliners seemed less friendly

than the people in other cities they visited and did not smile so readily.
Dean Thrasher says one of the memorable occasions of the trip was a visit
to the parents of Bela Bolagh, an MSU student from Hungary.

Another highlight

was a stop at the University of Bucharest, whose president gave the dean, as a
gift to the MSU Library, an autographed copy of a book in English commemorating
the institution's 100th anniversary.
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